
Wedding Etiquette
To assist in the planning of your day and ensure its smooth running, we have compiled a list of useful points to bear
in mind. The following represents the formal arrangements, of a traditional wedding. If you decide you would like to

break with tradition, then we would be more than delighted to adapt to meet your requirements.

THE RECEPTION LINE UP
This provides an opportunity for guests to formally congratulate the Bride and Groom and will also give the
opportunity for your parents to meet all of the guests.
The reception line would usually consist of: -
The Bride’s Mother
The Bride’s Father
The Bride
The Groom
The Groom’s Mother
The Grooms Father

SPEECHES
Although the content of each speech will vary greatly, the following can be used as a guide to the order of speeches
and also of the content of each.

The Bride’s Father
The Bride’s Father should be called upon by the Toastmaster (or the Best Man) to propose a toast of ‘health and
happiness to the Bride and Groom’. Before doing so, he would normally welcome the Groom’s Parents, relatives of
both families any other guests, welcome the Groom to his family and say a few words about his daughter.

The Groom
The Groom replies on behalf of himself and his Bride, taking the opportunity to thank his parents for their love and
care during his youth, for the start they gave him in life, and for their good wishes for his future and that of his wife.
He will also take this opportunity on behalf of his wife and himself to thank all those present for their gifts.

Should there be any close members of the family who could not attend the wedding because of illness, they should be
mentioned and be wished for a speedy recovery.

To conclude, the Groom will propose the toast of the Bridesmaids, and thank them for a job well done, he may also
present them with a small gift as a token of their appreciation.

The Best Man
It is the Best Man’s duty to respond to this toast on behalf of the bridesmaids - his speech should be light hearted and
fun. He may tell a few stories about the Groom’s past, getting the Groom to the ceremony and the Groom’s luck in
marrying the Bride.

THE TOP TABLE
The traditional top table is as follows, although this can be adapted.




